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SUBJECT: ARREST OF MEMBERS OF HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP 

1. ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. DEPARTMENT IS CONCERNED OVER NEGATIVE EFFECTS THAT 
CONTINUED DETENTION OF MI GNONE AND FIVE OTHERS COULO 
HAVE ON OUR INITIATIVES RECENTLY APPROVED BY INTERAGENCY 
GROUP TO IMPROVE BILATERAL RELATIONS. THUS FAR. THE 
REACTION IN MEDIA, THE CONGRESS, AND AMONG HUMAN RIGHTS 
GROUPS HAS SEEN VERY STRONG. MOREOVER, IN DEPARTMENT 
DISCUSSIONS THIS WEEK WITH KEY MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ON 
CONGRESSIONAL SENTIMENT TOWARD REPEAL OR AMENDMENT OF 

6 2 0 B OF THE F AA (HUMPHRE Y- KE NNEO Y AMENDMENT) , STRONG 
CONCERN WAS RAISED OVER THE ARRESTS. 

3. AMBASSADOR SHOULD SEEK OUT GOA OFFICIALS AT HIGHEST 
LEVEL AND MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

-- WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED OVER THE RECENT ARRE5TS OF 
SIX MEMBERS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP CELLS, 

-- EMILIO MIGNONE AND OTHERS OF THOSE ARRESTED ARE WELL 
KNOWN IN THE UNITED STATES AND TO IMPORTANT MEMBERS 
OF THE U. S. CONGRESS. 

-- THE DETENTION OF THESE SIX INDIVIDUALS HAS ALREADY 
ADVERSELY AFFECTED ATTITUDES TOWARD ARGENTINA. EFFORTS 
TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WILL BE MADE MORE DIFFICULT IF 
CHARGES RESULT IN A PROLONGED DETENTION. 



-- WE WOULD HOPE THAT THE GOA WILL EXERCISE WHATEVER 
APPROPRIATE INFLUENCE IT CAN TO ENCOURAGE THE RESOLUTION 
OF THESE CASES SO THAT MIGNONE AND HIS ASSOCIATES CAN 
BE RELEASED AT AN EARLY DATE. 


5. DEPARTMENT WILL MAKE PARALLEL DEMARCH TO ARGENTINE 
AMBASSADOR HERE. 

6. THESE APPROACHES SHOULD BE PRIVATE AND WITHOUT 
PUBL I Cl TY. 
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